WERKLUND SCHOOL OF EDUCATION UNIT PLAN TEMPLATE

	Title of Unit
	Dinosaur Research & Video Presentation
	Grade Level
	Grade 7

	Curriculum Area(s)
	English Language Arts (LA)
& Science
	Time Frame
	Approx. 3 weeks (incl. 4 research days over 2 weeks)

	Developed by
	
Tommy Hureau (in conjunction with Noah Law for Science)



IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS
	
Programs of Study Goals and Objectives
Which goals and objectives form the foundation of this unit?


	
LA Outcome 23A: Recognize forms & genres (explaining how making a video differs from writing/reading text).LA Outcome 33B: Evaluate information to develop new learning (judging the amount/quality of information and identifying a "hook").LA Outcome 43B: Effectively access & engage with presented information (following multi-step instructions and engaging in peer feedback).


	
Essential Question
What is the big, overarching question guiding your unit plan?


	How can we effectively research a topic, evaluate the information we find, and translate it into an engaging multimedia format?


	
Unit Plan Outcomes
What will students understand, be able to do, be able to apply? Which skills and competencies will students demonstrate by the end of this unit? Which unit should precede and follow this unit for optimal learning? 


	
Students will independently research a specific dinosaur using reliable sources (including at least one video and one website). They will understand how to evaluate their research to select high-quality facts for a specific medium. They will be able to synthesize their learning into a 1-minute video presentation and reflect on the differences between text and video formats.



UNIT PLAN RESOURCES
	
What resources will you require (field trips, guest speakers, technology, etc)?  
How will you attend to your own and your students, health and wellbeing throughout the unit?
Which students need accommodations or additional supports to be successful?


	
- Laptops for individual student research and video creation.- Streamlined selection list (dinosaurs divided into 3 columns).- "Dinosaur Research" notes package.- "Reflective Questions For Dinosaur Research" page.

Students will have the opportunity to get up and move through mobility drills at the beginning of each lesson that starts after the first part of the day.

Differentiation will be provided by not requiring as much detail in the research plans or the final written reflections for students who need accommodations.



UNIT PLAN SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT
	
What will you accept as evidence that learning throughout this unit?


	What formative assessment will you use to ensure students are meeting the unit objectives?
	Checking students' progress on their "Dinosaur Research" pages as they fill out Sections 1-6 over the two weeks. Peer feedback during the partner share where students explain their video plan and ask a classmate for advice.

	How will students demonstrate their learning through your summative assessment?
	1. 1-Minute Video Presentation: Presented to both teachers (yourself and Noah) to demonstrate synthesized research.2. Reflective Questions for Dinosaur Research: Students will complete this page as a summative assessment of learning, which will be assessed using the LA Rubric for Outcomes 23A, 33B, and 43B.

	How will this assessment inform your development of the next unit?
	Evaluating the reflections will reveal how well students grasp the differences between written text and digital media formats, as well as their ability to evaluate the quality of their research. This will inform how much scaffolding is needed for future research or multimedia projects.



LESSON PLAN SEQUENCE/OUTCOMES 
	
For each lesson in the unit, consider the primary topic/activities, outcome and assessment.  
Use the Series of Lesson Plans Template to plan out your lessons. This table should be a quick snapshot of the expected progression for your students throughout the unit.

	Lesson #
	What is the primary objective of this lesson in your own words?
	What are the primary activities in this lesson? What prerequisite knowledge or skills should the students have to be successful?
	How will you assess if the students have met the objective?

	1.
	Introduce the project, streamline dinosaur selection, and begin basic research.
	Activity: Divide the dinosaur list into 3 columns. Assign each table group (max 4 students) a column with 6 options. Students choose one for individual research. Begin laptop research on "Section 1: Basic Facts".Prerequisite: Basic laptop navigation.
	Formative check to ensure every student has selected a unique dinosaur from their table's column and begun researching on their laptop.

	2.
	Gather information on physical traits and diet. (Week 1, Day 2)
	Activity: Mobility drill (if applicable). Continue laptop research focusing on "Section 2: Physical Characteristics" and "Section 3: Diet and Survival".
	Reviewing students' research notes to ensure they are finding appropriate sources.

	3.
	Complete research on habitat, interesting facts, and finalize sources. (Week 2, Day 1)
	Activity: Mobility drill. Students complete "Section 4: Habitat" and "Section 5: Interesting Facts". Ensure they have logged at least one video and one website in "Section 6: Sources".
	Formative check of Section 6 to confirm source requirements are met.

	4.
	Evaluate research, plan video, and receive peer feedback. (Week 2, Day 2)
	Activity: Evaluate if they have too much/little info. Identify their "hook" fact. Partner share: explain the video plan, ask a question, and record peer advice.
	Teacher observation of partner shares and completion of the peer feedback section of the reflection.

	5.
	Synthesize research into a video format.
	Activity: Mobility drill. Students use their laptops to record and edit their 1-minute informational video about their dinosaur.
	Ensuring students are actively creating content that adapts their written research into a video medium.

	6.
	Present videos and complete summative reflection.
	Activity: Students present their 1-minute videos to you and Noah. Students complete the "Reflective Questions" document.
	Summative Assessment: Grading the reflection questions against the Mastery/Advancing/Progressing/Emerging rubric for LA outcomes.



PRE-SERVICE TEACHER SELF-REFLECTION 
	
· How do you feel your students experienced this unit?  
· Were they able to make explicit and self-evaluate their growing understanding, skills and/or knowledge?  
· Were you able to make good use of formative assessment for/of/as learning?  How did this information impact your summative assessment?  
· How did you incorporate Indigenous knowledges into this lesson?
· What went well and what needs refinement?  What might you do differently next time?


	· How do you feel your students experienced this unit?  
· Students were loud but highly engaged and interested in researching their dinosaurs right from the beginning. They had a positive experience taking ownership of the assignment process, as they successfully worked out the dinosaur selection themselves.
· Were they able to make explicit and self-evaluate their growing understanding, skills and/or knowledge?  
· Yes, the reflection questions provided a great opportunity for introspective and metacognitive thinking. Their growing understanding and self-evaluation will be further assessed based on how they are able to verbalize these reflections.
· Were you able to make good use of formative assessment for/of/as learning?  How did this information impact your summative assessment?  
· Formative observation was key: it was clear some students finished the research paperwork too quickly and needed more work, while others were distracted by classroom antics and needed coaxing. Formative check-ins were also used to ensure students with IPPs had reliable sources. For the summative assessment, a new rubric is being developed for the video presentations that will include bonus points for cleverness and humour.
· How did you incorporate Indigenous knowledges into this lesson?
· This was lagging but we have yet to include the final draft for the video so we can try to include this aspect…. HOWEVER, both Noah and I DO NOT want to make Indigenous ways of knowing a token aspect of our unit or try to shoehorn this information in and be disrespectful or not do it justice.  There is no obvious rational for it within LA involvement (though I cover it extensively in Social Studies for EVERY unit) nor does it stand out in the Science curriculum for their unit.  Unfortunately, Indigenous involvement may be left behind in this unit but it is the EXCEPTION to most if not all of our units so far.  
· What went well and what needs refinement?  What might you do differently next time?
· Went well: The partner teacher was very pleased, noting it was the "best we could have hoped for." The unit successfully covers the final ELA outcomes needed for the curricular mandate. Needs refinement: Classroom management and pacing need some tweaking, as there was a divide between students who rushed through the work and those who lagged behind due to distractions.


	



	 
