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CANADIAN EXPLORER LETTER LESSON PLAN
 
THIS LESSON PLAN SHOULD NOT EXCEED TWO PAGES, NOT INCLUDING SUPPLEMENTARY MATERIALS (I.E. CLASS SLIDES OR WORKSHEETS).
 
	Dates
	 
Nov 21st
	Subject
	Language Arts and Social Studies
(cross curricular)
	Grade Level
	7

	Length of Class Period
	45 min.
 
	Unit of Study
	Canadian Exploration and Essay writing
	Lesson #
	1

	Your Name
	 Tommy
 


 
IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS
	 
Learner Outcomes from the Program of Studies
What are the SPECIFIC outcomes to be addressed in this series of lessons?
 

	 
Subject Area: Social Studies and Language Arts
General Outcome/Organizing Idea: The ability to think critically of Canadian exploration and think in the mind of someone of that time… plus being able to convey that in a letter written in first person. 
Guiding Question: What would a French or British person, new to the Canadian colonies say in a letter back home to a friend?
Specific/Learning Outcomes (Knowledge, Understanding, Skills and Procedures): the ability to critically think, to put themselves in the mind and time of historical events, understanding the issues of settlers in Canada, the ability to write a properly formed letter.
 

	 
Health and Well-being Considerations
How will you attend to the health and wellbeing needs of yourself and your students? Ideas include: Brain Breaks, Calming strategies, Wellness streak (involve your students!), Movement breaks, Social-emotional learning
 

	Lets get them to try lifting their arms out to the side with their friends trying to hold their hands tight to their sides.  (lateral raise movement).  This will be tough for them to do.  Then get them to do the same with their friends only pressing their elbows in.  Then get them to try to shrug. 

	 
Objective in student-friendly language
What will students understand/experience/appreciate as a result of this lesson?
 
	Assessment Strategies
What will I accept as evidence of learning/development? Have I employed formative assessment? Do I make use of prior assessments in this lesson?

	By the end of this lesson students will…
1. Know: what it was like to be a settler writing home + be able to form a proper letter with paragraphs.
2. Understand: letters are not simply a couple of sentences without any format but well divided and approached with method in mind. 
3. Do: they will be able to say what it is like to be a settler in Canada.
 
	I will use these assessments (formative and/or summative)…
1. Formative: We are going over an example letter from King Louis as a formative example.  I will also have sheets with check spots for making sure they’ve achieved goals in writing their letters as well.
2. Summative: They will be expected to hand in or online submit their lessons to me by the end of next week for grading. 
 

	 
Resources
What materials/resources/technology will be required?
 
	Personalization/Differentiation
How will you attend to the needs of ALL learners in this lesson?

	 
Technology needed: I will need access to the projector and my laptop to deliver my slides. 
Do students need access to personal devices? YES   NO
What books, worksheets, or other materials are needed for this lesson? There are worksheets associated with this assignment. 
 
 

	 
Universal Interventions (all students): There are worksheets to help all students.
 
Targeted Interventions (small groups of students): some will prefer to submit the forms online.
 
Individual Interventions (specific students): I have created a simpler and shorter version for differentiation.


 
 
 
LESSON PLAN SEQUENCE – LESSON 1
	 
Introduction and Hook
How will you ACTIVATE prior knowledge, ENGAGE them in the lesson, and how does this lesson connect to prior lessons?
 

	Activate: This lessons calls upon the slides that are in their google classroom folder for the explorers and settlers. 
Engage: I have a mock letter from King Louis XIVth to make them realize they can laugh and be a little silly without getting inappropriate.
Connect: This lesson will connect further to learning how to properly construct an essay for LA and prep for testing in Social Studies.
 

	 
Learning/Activity Sequence 
How will students EXPLORE, EXPLAIN, ELABORATE, and/or EVALUATE their understandings of the outcomes? How will you scaffold the learning activities to ensure students are remembering, understanding, applying, analyzing, evaluating, cooperating, and/or creating?

	 
Teacher activities and instructional strategies to meet the objectives and student learning needs
 
	Learning activities and student engagement strategies that explore and demonstrate understanding of the objectives
	Approx. time

	First: Teacher will announce there will be an assessment of writing skills and it also calls upon social studies class information.  Introduction to letter writing and King Louis’s Letter.
	Students will be able to relax a little, have a laugh (fingers crossed) and then see this letter as an example of what they are encouraged to write.
	5 min.

	Teacher will show the worksheet slides to give the students feedback on how to approach the letter and give instructions on who they are allowed to choose.
	Students will choose their historically relevant option to write a letter from their perspective and start filling out the worksheet for helping them write. 
	15 min.

	Teacher will be available for students to ask questions on how to further develop the characters
 
	Students will take the rest of the class to write their letters and have them ready to submit by the end of next week.
	Rest of class.

	 
 
Assessment/Conclusion
How will you ensure students walk away with a sense of understanding the PURPOSE of the lesson and its IMPORTANCE to their learning? What should the next lesson cover or review based on this lesson?
 

	 
The lesson is designed to get them thinking in the mind of a settler or explorer…. “their point of view” and see how they interface with their choice.  The goal is to help prep them for the social studies test by requiring them to make note of valuable information as backstory on their characters to apply to the future test.  This has the potential to cover Social Studies curricula:
	SOC.7.7.A1 - A1 Compare pre confederation societal structures

	SOC.7.7.A2 - A2 Assess economic competition re: fur trade.

	SOC.7.7.A3 - A3 Assess political / land competition between France & Great Britain

	SOC.7.7.A5 - A5 Assess French and Aboriginal relationships

	SOC.7.7.A6 - A6 Assess events that shaped Canada


This also covers curricular requirements for LA as they will be learning how to draft their writing with worksheets and prepare their paragraphs with details.  This carries over well to learning how to write essays coming up next semester. 
Character development
Empathy/ Awareness
Relevant facts and opinions.
 


 
PRE-SERVICE TEACHER REFLECTION, PARTNER TEACHER FEEDBACK/ADVICE, AND NEXT STEPS
	Consider the following questions as you write your reflection:
·	Which theoretical lens underpinned your lesson? (Play-based, experiential learning, inquiry-based, design-based, land-based)
·	 Why did you craft this lesson with that theory in mind?
·	How did you employ formative assessment for/of/as learning? 
·	Were your students engaged in your lesson?  How do you know?
·	How did you accommodate for diverse learners and those requiring accommodations?
·	Did you include Indigenous, intercultural, and interdisciplinary activities and knowledge?
·	How did this lesson contribute to establishing a positive and caring classroom climate?
·	What information, knowledge, or skills will you need to review or revisit in the next lesson?


	·	Which theoretical lens underpinned your lesson? Experiential based because I wanted them to start thinking of what it was like to be a settler or explorer at the outset of Canada’s foundations.  
·	How did you employ formative assessment for/of/as learning? The worksheets will be our formative assessment as it will not be marked but we can give feedback on how to proceed with the letter.    
·	Were your students engaged in your lesson?  How do you know? They were paying attention except for R who missed a detail and when the teacher checked, everyone else raised their hand to acknowledge they caught it.   
·	How did you accommodate for diverse learners and those requiring accommodations?  I made 2 types of profiles available for the worksheet and supplied the one for diverse learners to the 4 throughout our class.  
·	Did you include Indigenous, intercultural, and interdisciplinary activities and knowledge? Yes, there was reference to involving the Indigenous Peoples with their letter. 
·	How did this lesson contribute to establishing a positive and caring classroom climate?  Everyone had a good smile on when I referenced the letter of King Louis I had made and read it aloud in class.   
·	What information, knowledge, or skills will you need to review or revisit in the next lesson? I will be checking in on their progress with the worksheet before I get them moving on their letter as a summative assessment.    



 
	Adapted from Wiggins, Grant & J. McTighe (1998) 
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